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Census Records



Transcription v. Actual Document



Why Work from the Original Document?

• Not all fields are necessarily transcribed

• There maybe transcription errors

• The enumerator may have made errors. These are easier to see in 
original document.

• You can see all members of the household and their relationship to 
the “Head.”

• You can view the neighbors.

• Don’t forget the bottom of the page (Supplementary Questions)!



Supplementary Information - 1940



Supplementary Information - 1950



Families

O Brother, Where art Thou? 



Families Provide Clues

• As you view census records, you should note all members of the 
family.

• If you lose track of the person you are researching, you can back up 
and follow another family member.

• Sometimes just the first initial gives better results.





Neighbors

Won’t you be my neighbor?





Draft Cards



Draft Cards – Front and Back



Draft Card – Front View



Draft Cards - Back View



Death Certificates

• Some Information may not be accurate!

• Death Certificates are State documents so formats may differ.

• Most states started recording births and deaths in the late 1800s or 
early 1900s.

• Note burial and removal information.



The Transcription



She Died Here, but Where was She Buried?



Geneagraphy

Know the Geography of Your Ancestors



Geography Questions to Ask

• What county did your ancestors live in?

• Have the county boundaries changed since your ancestor lived there?

• Did your ancestor live near a state border?

• Have you mapped it?



Surry County, North Carolina/Patrick County, Virginia



Lived in Moorhead, MN… Where were you born?



History

The past is a foreign country. They do things different there.

~Jayne Sinclair



History Affects Genealogy

• Local Laws and Elections

• Wars

• Ethnic Tension

• Floods and other natural disasters

• Epidemics

• Gold Rush and similar events



Ancestry.com Specific Hints



Searching a Specific Collection









Information Behind the Family Trees of Others

• Ancestry’s “Shaky Leaf” Hints link to other members family trees.

• You can view your ancestor in their tree.

• You can see the sources that they attach to your ancestor.

• You can view the pictures in their gallery.

• You can view their comments.



Hints from Family Trees of Others



“Their Tree” Data and Sources



“Their Tree” Gallery



Unconventional and Under-Utilized 
Sources



Use Unconventional Sources

• Google

• Google Books

• Google Patents

• Facebook (There are many geographic genealogical groups)

• Historic Maps (e.g., https://www.davidrumsey.com/)

• Local Funeral Homes

https://www.davidrumsey.com/


Use Under-Utilized Sources

• LibertyEllisFoundation.org

• Find-A-Grave

• Billions of Graves

• National Archives

• County Clerk On-Line Records



Sometimes, There is No Free Lunch

• Public Records Search Websites (e.g., Instant Checkmate)

• American Ancestors (New England Genealogy)

• County Record Site (Search IQS) – Northeast States



Become a Genealogical Detective

• Be Curious

• Be Thorough

• Be Creative

• Be Organized

• Be Tenacious



Questions?


