Be a Genealogical Detective

Uncovering the Hidden Clues in Your Research



Census Records
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Transcription v. Actual Document

Ancestry record
@ Citation details
& Associated facts

& Media

1930 United States Federal Census

Name

Birth Year

Gender

Race

Age in 1930

Birthplace

Marital Status

Relation to Head of House

Home in 1930

Map of Home

Street Address

Ward of City

Block

House Number
Dwelling Number
Family Number
Attended School
Able to Read and Write
Father's Birthplace
Mother's Birthplace
Able to Speak English
Dccupation
Neighbors

Household members

Clayton M Dahlin
1513

Male

White

1

New York

Single

Son

Jamestown, Chautauqua, NewYork,
UsA

Jamestown,Chautaugqua, New York
Adams St
8th Pt of

440 Sze zl30 534, 3B, and 134 444

b=

205

nr

Swedsn
Pannzylvaniz

Yes

Student

View others on page
MName

Simmon P Dahlin
Alice Dahlin
Clayton M Dahlin
Marshall B Dahlin
Doretta A E Dahlin

‘Warren E Dahlin
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Why Work from the Original Document?

* Not all fields are necessarily transcribed
* There maybe transcription errors

* The enumerator may have made errors. These are easier to see in
original document.

* You can see all members of the household and their relationship to
the “Head.”

* You can view the neighbors.
* Don’t forget the bottom of the page (Supplementary Questions)!



Supplementary Information - 1940
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plementary Information - 1950
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Families

O Brother, Where art Thou?



Families Provide Clues

* As you view census records, you should note all members of the
family.

* If you lose track of the person you are researching, you can back up
and follow another family member.

* Sometimes just the first initial gives better results.



Race

Gender
Immigration Year
Relation to Head of House
Marital Status
Father's Name
Father's Birthplace
Mother's Name
Mother's Birthplace
Native Tongue
Attended School
Able to read

Able to Write
Neighbors

Household members

—)

White
Female

1904
Daughter
Single
Hyman Fyden
Austria
Mollie Fyden
Austria
English

Yes

Yes

Yes

View others on page

Name

Hyman Fyden
Mollie Fyden
Sarah Fyden
Morris Fyden
Joseph Fyden

—

Raymond Fyden

Age
36

35

12
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Neighbors

Won’t you be my neighbor?



Language Spoken
Immigration Year

Naturalization

Rumanian
1908

First Papers

- - S Ahate — o

Ira/_-if';:,? M| Netlee Phatn ..’i*i‘:.ﬁ:J

- .
to |~

Able to Speak English Yes

Occupation Sign Painter

Industry Sign Shop

15 |2 i8]

=3
e

Class of Worker Wage or salary worker

Employment No

Neighbors View others on page

Household members Name Age
Martin Heller 30
Rose Heller 26

Phyllis Heller 2



Draft Cards

REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or after April 28, 1877 and on or before February 16, 1897) il

SERIAL NU% 6 1. NAME (Print) | ORDER NUMBER
R LSOO LETE . TAULIN, ool

i I"I:ACR OF RESIDENCE (l’rinff i

(Number and stroet) (Town, township, village, or city) (( ounty) (Stnte)

[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]

8. MALING ADDRESS

[Mailing address if other than place indieated on line 2. If same uuwrt wunl nuuel =

5. AGE IN YEARS | 6. PLace o¥ Birtn

4. TELEFHONE

end D

(Exchange) _(Number) _(Mo.) (l

7, e-Aan \m,xu:us oF l'mwm WHO WALL ALWAYS KNOw \‘uuu \nnuans ' i e s
mope——— - e —————— -;.‘ """ i — - ""T/"':.' """"""""""""""""""
,// ;

DA’!’I oF lllu'y
5 [ 2+

8. EMPLOYER'S NAME AND Am»ulms

/
&/

PLACE OF EMPI YMI‘.NT on By;um:su , ‘ ;
}‘/ (/0 % 7_;‘%4;4'7/ _/_ __________ ﬁ ____ o St e ---%_-

e e o e e e e e S —— -2 R __(County) (8¢,

(Numhor .oc. or R.F, l)
THAT THEY ARE TRUE. / /

I A¥FIRM 'l‘uu—‘fé‘fun VERIFIED \noviﬁ\‘g WERS A

(l(o‘lutnnl " nmuture)

D.S.S.Form 1
(Revised 4-1-42) (over)




Draft Cards — Front and Back

"1 REGISTRATION CARD Inl262

Nawe i full o o277 Z »/0 2 "/Lé/l—x«t_ 24
s /07 }}{(/lynég }z;,xz( Z'-g. ]/J
3 | Dute ot btk }LVVVS . ,/‘é" —tan /ff‘/ B .

Are you (1) aodtural berm cnuen, (2) o natwealioed ciluen, (3] a0 alem, (1) o have you dociared your

4' _intaetion (specify whieh) ? L_(««-. LZ&..X“‘

s(mceer Lottad b, Mo ad- Yoves

6 ~ \‘,u—q, CM ]

11 ot & citioen, of »hat countr

TR WJa/ ')vmﬁw \(\

| By whem seplored ! W(IW*— //7 fw
8 Where smplered? /A 'yd"/ m‘/

Have you o Lo boe, mathor, w I0S0hld wder s wndon 12, solaly depondent on you for

: wpport (opoaidy whieh)? }7/{ l‘/u_..,«'d./ M‘i lvu{«
10} Marvied ov single (which) ? . %';u Race (specily which)?

> % et [T
| / -
11 | What military service have you hud ! Rack { QLV- = : hranch

vears ... . : Nation or Stale oo

2 | Do you claion exsmmption > L °
1 tron dealt (specidy prowands) ! ,7 =

1 affirm that | have verified above answers and that they are true.

oo (2 Tiit. Da bt

31-6-10-A

e REGISTRARS REPORT

[ Tall, modiom,

41 | short ( spocsty ."m.w%.*_‘in;. Slander, medivm, orstout (which) T . //é.f..{..
| -

_2 ! Coler of oyes? . L ZASATIA-" Colos ol t.._g_,@fig_k.{.t_};/p.ur o -

| Has porsen laat arm, log, hand, fast, o both
3 | aren, ot 1 be stharvise disabied (spocily) T

I certify that my answers are true, that the person reglstered has read his own
anawers, that | have witnessed his signature, and that all of his answers of which | have
knowledge are true, except as follows ¢

/,)r/u e

1y
City or County < A

Prectner L.

State




Draft Card — Front View

SERIAL NUMBER | 1. NAME (I’riut)

e/_{;tc{__-jaé //1

(Middle) (Last)

ber and street or R. F. D. n x}‘.‘.‘i.‘vr) 3 s ([n“n) (( nnul V) (Hln!n)

4. AGE IN YEARS 5. PLACE OF Hm"ru 6 Lm NTRY OF

....... 07 AT l{:&{Jﬁdi ﬁ/ f CImizENSHIP

])-;,” oF BIRTH (Town or count§)

"~ (Bxebange)  (Number) ; (h.) ((n)/l\r) (Stato or country)
1

WAYS KNOW YOUR . \mnr‘m 8. ]{nnm\\uu' OF THAT
\

NS gty (7r g,y , | Farder ...

7. NAME OF PERSON WHO \\lu,

ir. \lr- (First) ) } (l,n-qt,;-
9. ADDRESS OF THAT P ERSON

o / 2HS §_ﬁ_<__Jﬁwr#a_wq (3{00{4 “rat.

®umb and street or R. F. D. nurober)

10, EMPLOYER'S NAME r

LPhax

11. }J—ALE or E LU\ME\T 0 USINESS

_Hlos sl i

(Number and street or R. F, D, Rumber) _(Town)

1 &rrnm TuAr I HAVE Vuuuw ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE

/’ &
REGlsrnm‘ioN CAR;! /‘ ’t" / /
D. 8. 8. Form 1 W -_.__:_//f:‘_'f{‘{_ f"\/] )

(l(azintrnr\t"a signature)




Draft Cards - Back View

REGISTRAR’S REPORT

PESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT

HEIGHT WEIGHT |
(Approx.) (\[prwx ) COMPLEXION

White

Negro | Ruday

| Dark

Orlental [ PBrown et l Frockled
Brown Plack ’ Light brown

Indian ___| Black Orny | Dark brown
|

| | Bald | Black

Filipino |

Other obvious |h) uwlnhmul-rm,- that will ald mn identificution,
o Stunall = u‘*w ) A 4 L!"A»/

Kb D ... PRV

Lrnuu that my r\n"\un oro true that the ns road or hus hae
dJ to him his own answors; that 1 havo wi nllnunlilnl

of Lis answers of \\lm!l I have knowledgoe o

"{A&é""«,,n.\;‘f ( roui &/
= /11%4/ /z

Date of roglstration ... UC/ /{ i . (,. -
ARD No. 4

Coun
rripor
£Cy N.d
GTAMF OF LOCAL BOARD)

(The stamnp of the Loeal Board haviag jurisdiction of the registrant

shall be placed in the sbove space.)




Death Certificates

* Some Information may not be accurate!
* Death Certificates are State documents so formats may differ.

* Most states started recording births and deaths in the late 1800s or
early 1900s.

* Note burial and removal information.



The Transcription

Name

Gender

Race

Death Age

Birth Date

Death Date

Death Place
Registration Date
Spouse

Certificate Number

Household members

Emma Johanson Ellison

Female

White

75

26 Dec 1875

10 Oct 1951

Norfolk, Virginia, USA
16 Oct 1951
Bernander Ellison

1951021818

—




She Died Here, but Where was She Buried?

Unknown

15, WAME OF HUBBAND OR WIFE OF DECEASED

Bernander Ellison

18, cAUSE OF DEATH | DISKABE OR CONDITION
DIRECTLY LEADING TO DEATH®

17, INFORMANT'S rr,.
SIONATURE
ADDRESS

INTERVAL BETWERN

MEDICAL CCR TIFICATION
ONBET AND OFATH

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 18:8
o Stale Fe No, 4. =2
2, ettt COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA i-‘L
S8 Distrfet No.____ DEPARYMENT OF HEALTH, BURE\U OF VITAL SYATISTICS Reglitered No.
i T ATH MAGIETRRIAL DISTRICT 7. USUAL RESTORNGE (Wit lrenwd Tval L eririos s s simroin
S 2 a. COUNTY STATE b. COUNTY
@
2 Vow York
= b cimy Insles e ey 1nside orpovate
2 BR = e Corporate A 0 % (x; "
s Town Norfolk [7) Outsiée Limits Town Jamestown £] Ortide i
8 MOSPITAL OR INSTITUTION . d. STREET 0 ruiral, give matling addiess) —
o 1 d LENOTH OF WIBSKE S
83 DePaul Hospital 107 McKinley Avenue —
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Geneagraphy

Know the Geography of Your Ancestors



Geography Questions to Ask

* What county did your ancestors live in?
* Have the county boundaries changed since your ancestor lived there?
* Did your ancestor live near a state border?

* Have you mapped it?



Surry County, North Carolina/Patrick County, Virginia
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Lived in Moorhead, MN... Where were you born?
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History

The past is a foreign country. They do things different there.

~Jayne Sinclair



History Affects Genealogy

* Local Laws and Elections

* Wars

* Ethnic Tension

* Floods and other natural disasters
* Epidemics

e Gold Rush and similar events



Ancestry.com Specific Hints



Searching a Specific Collection

<plancestry

Home

Trees Search DNA Help Extras

All Collections ' Sa

Census & Voter Lists
Birth, Marriage & Death
Immigration & Travel W’/
Public Member Trees
Military

Card Catalog

Member Search




Title

“alu \..al.qtus

Searchable listing of all record collections

Keyword(s)

Results 1-25 of 33,105

(Sear I Clear AlL

Filter By Category

Birth, Marriage & Death
Census & Voter Lists
Court, Land, Wills & Financial

Dictionaries, Encyclopedias &
Reference

Directories & Member Lists

Family Trees

Immigration & Emigration
Maps, Atlases & Gazetteers
Military

Newspapers & Periodicals

Pictures

Title Category
[ Devon, England, Church of England Deaths and Burials, 1813-1920 Birth, Marriag:
Birth, Marriag

)

Devon, England, Church of England Marriages and Banns, 1754-1920

Devon, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812

Devon, England, Church of England Births and Baptisms, 1813-1920
Australia, Newspapers.com Obituary Index, 1800s-current
Australia, Newspapers.com Marriage Index, 1800s-current

Texas, U.S., Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio Sacramental
Records, 1700-1995

Glamorgan, Wales, Calendar of Prisoners, 1850-1920

International Patents, 1890-2020

Samara, Russia, Church Books 1748-1934 (in Russian)

Virginia, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1652-1900

Birth, Marria

Court, Land,
Financial

Court, Land,
Financial

Birth, Marria

Court, Land,
Financial




South Australia, Australia, School Admissions Registers, 1876-19

Filter By Location 0
Africa 136 [ utah, U.S., World War | Army Servicemen Records Abstracts, 191-
Asia 82 [ utah, U.S., World War Il Index to Army Veterans of Utah, 1939-19:
Australia 248 )
[ utah, U.S., World War | County Draft Board Registers, Name Inde
Canada +1000 1918
Europe +1000
- [ utah, U.S., World War | Militia Lists, 1917-1918
Mexico 160
. [ Mississippi, World War | Service Cards, 1917-1919

North America +1000
OIEEETTiE 598 [ Florida, World War | Navy Card Roster, 1917-1920
South America 68 [ Delaware, World War | Servicemen Records, 1917-1919
USA 1000 [ Connecticut, World War I, Military Census of Nurses, 1917
Filter by Dates [ North Carolina, World War | Service Cards, 1917-1919

1600s 1700s 1800s 1900s [ Web: Greece, Census Indexes, 1724-1879

1600s 1700s 1800s 1900s D Finland, Population Tax LiStS, 1809-1920 {in Finnish}

1610s 1710s 1810s 1910s [ Uintah County, Utah, U.S., Ute Native American Census, 1910

1620s 1720s

1630s 1730s

1640s 1740s

1650s 1750s

1660s 1760s

1670s 1770s



Title
‘ Kansas Marriage i\

Keyword(s)

(Search JO8 Clear ALl

Filter By Category

Birth, Marriage & Death 3

Results 1-3 0of 3

Title

Sort By Date Added v

Category Records  Activity

[ Kansas, U.S., County Marriage Records, 1811-1911
[ Leavenworth county, Kansas, U.S., Marriage Records, 1900-1920

[ Kansas, U.S., Compiled Marriage Index from Select Counties, 1854-1873

Birth, Marriage & Death 619,834

Birth, Marriage & Death 13,877

Birth, Marriage & Death 21,2804




Information Behind the Family Trees of Others
* Ancestry’s “Shaky Leaf” Hints link to other members family trees.

* You can view your ancestor in their tree.

* You can see the sources that they attach to your ancestor.
* You can view the pictures in their gallery.

* You can view their comments.



Hints from Family Trees of Others

Riker-Setaro Family Tree

Owner: TINA RIKER

. Clarence Ellis Canfield F
W BIRTH 11 Sep 1868 Newark, Essex County, New Jersey, USA
' DEATH 30 Aug 1948 Bloomfield, Essex County, New Jersey,
USA

[ sources (5) [ records (4) € photos (2) <:|

Father Marsena "Marcus" Canfield (1836-1910)
Mother Maria Elizabeth Condit (1846-1913)

Family Info

Celina May Reed (1879-1960)
Married 1902

Clarence Russell (1902-1986)
Ellis Reed (1906-1913)
William Henry (1908-1908)
Celina Josephine (1909-1996)
Alfred Julian (1912-1977)
Harriet May (1913-1993)

Spouse

Children

Dahlin Family Tree

Your Tree

Clarence Ellis CANFIELD

' BIRTH 11 Sep 1868 Newark, Essex, New Jersey, USA

DEATH 30 Aug 1948 Cedar Grove, Essex, New Jersey, USA
[ sources (28) [ records (21) @ photos (4) [ stories (3)
& comments (2)

Family Info

Father Marsena C CANFIELD (1836-1910)
Mother Maria Elizabeth CONDIT (1846-1913)

Celina May REED (1879-1960)
Married 1902

Clarence RUSSELL (1902-1986)
Ellis Reed (1906-1913)

William Henry (1908-1908)
Celina Josephine (1909-1996)
Alfred Julian (1912-1977)
Harriet May (1913-1993)

Spouse

Children



“Their Tree” Data and Sources

Clarence Ellis Canfield

BIRTH 11 SEP 1868 » Newark, Essex County, New Jersey, USA
DEATH 30 AUG 1948 « Bloomfield, Essex County, New Jersey, USA

LifeStory Facts Gallery

Sources Family

Ancestry Sources Parents

sex County, New Jersey, USA ) 1880 United States Marsena "Marcus" Canfield

! 1836-1910

Federal Census
. Maria Elizabeth Condit
amin Ogden Canfield (1875-1957) 1-"' 1940 United States 1846-1913
sex, New Jersey, United States ©5 Federal Census
Siblings v

r Lucinda Canfield (1877-) Spouse & Children
sex, New Jersey, United States Ancestry Family Trees

Celina May Reed
1879-1960

North America, Family

Histories. 1500-2000 m Clarence Russell Canfield
lation to Head: Son 1902-1986

w Jersey, USA



“Their Tree” Gallery

ree search 3 TINA RIKER

Clarence Ellis Canfield

BIRTH 11 SEP 1868 « Newark, Essex County, New Jersey, USA
DEATH 30 AUG 1948 « Bloomfield, Essex County, New Jersey, USA

LifeStory Facts Gallery

Canfield North America, 1940 United fl 1880 United
Clarence Ellis Headstone Family States Federal States Federal
Canfield Small Histories, 150... Census Census




Unconventional and Under-Utilized
Sources



Use Unconventional Sources

* Google

* Google Books

* Google Patents

* Facebook (There are many geographic genealogical groups)

* Historic Maps (e.g., https://www.davidrumsey.com/)

Local Funeral Homes


https://www.davidrumsey.com/

Use Under-Utilized Sources
* LibertyEllisFoundation.org

* Find-A-Grave

* Billions of Graves

* National Archives

* County Clerk On-Line Records



Sometimes, There is No Free Lunch

* Public Records Search Websites (e.g., Instant Checkmate)
 American Ancestors (New England Genealogy)

e County Record Site (Search 1QS) — Northeast States



Become a Genealogical Detective

* Be Curious

* Be Thorough
* Be Creative

* Be Organized

* Be Tenacious






