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Changes…

• In February 2019 Ancestry.com announced ThruLines (Beta). About 
6 months later it was in production.

• ThruLines replaced DNA Circles. DNA Circles went away.

• Common Ancestor Hints replaced Shared Ancestor Hints.



What is ThruLines©

It is a tool that compares the people in your family tree with the 
people in the family trees of your DNA matches (and other public 
trees) and suggests all common ancestors (not just MRCA). It suggests
how your matches are related to you.

It is only as accurate as the information in your tree and the 
information in the tree of your DNA match. It will give results back to 
your fifth great grandparents (sixth cousins).



What do you need to make it work?

• Your DNA results must be attached to a public or private shareable 
family tree.

• Your match’s results must be attached to a public or private 
shareable family tree.

• The further back your tree and your match’s tree goes the more 
likely you are to get a match (at least 3-4 generations). Don’t forget 
robustness.



How can ThruLines Help You?

• It can suggest how your DNA matches are related to you and 
through which of your ancestors. When you understand how your 
cousins are related to you, they may be able to provide information 
about your ancestors you don’t know.

• It can suggest common ancestors that are not in your tree.

• It can suggest information about the ancestors you know such as 
additional marriages, and undiscovered children.



Once you have a DNA match, you 
have to do the genealogy!

~Cece Moore



How Do You Get To ThruLines?





Filters









Finding Your Relationship to DNA 
Cousins









Unequal matches between 
Ancestor Pairs







Why would there be a different number of matches in 
the same set of Grandparents?

• An error in your tree or your match’s.

• A multiple marriage.

• A non-parental event.







Potential Ancestors







(At least) Half of Genetic Genealogy is...

Genealogy!

~Diane Southard





Accessing ThruLines through Your 
Family Tree























Questions?

Or you can e-mail me at: redahlin1@gmail.com


