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Message from the Editors Civil War (1861-1865)
Bonnie Kishpaugh & Ann Hamilton Total U.S. Service Members (Union) 2,213,363
Editor & Assistant Editor, Genie Bytes, GSGC Members of the Board Battle Deaths (Union) 140,414
In this issue we continue our year-long war letters series Other Deaths (In Theater) (Union) 244,097
. . , Non-mortal Woundings (Union) 281,881

with the Civil War. You'll be amazed at the lengths to Total Service Members (Conf.)2 1,050,000
which enlisted men and their loved ones went to stay in Battle Deaths (Confederate)? 74,524
touch Other Deaths (In Theater) (Confederate)®* 59,297

' Non-mortal Woundings (Confederate) Unknown
Those of you who submitted letters from your ancestors

H : NOTES:
who served in WWI or WWII for our war letters series 2. Exact number is unknown. Posted figure is median of estimated
should expect a call or email from Ann within the next range from 600,000 — 1,500,000.
. . 3. Death figures are based on incomplete returns.

month as we prepare materials for our August issue. 4. Does not include 26,000 to 31,000 who died in Union prisons. —

. . . America’s Wars.
She will also get in touch with those of you who have

agreed to participate in our program in November.

On another subject. WANTED! New faces, new ideas!
In a few short months nominations will open for GSGC
Officers and members of the Board for 2026. Give back
to the GSGC by running for one of the positions in 2026.

Do you have any books, websites, or tidbits you would
like to share for our upcoming issues of the war letters
series for WWI, WWII, Vietham, or beyond? You can
send them to our club email address with Newsletter in
the subject. Your help will make Genie Bytes as
informative as possible for all members. ¢
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Communication During the Civil
War

Ann Hamilton
Assistant Editor, Genie Bytes, GSGC Member of the Board

Graphics. Guerrillas. Gambits. These three words
encapsulated communication during the American Civil
War.

Why graphics? Because by mid-nineteenth century
more Americans — north and south — were literate.
Literacy was rewarded with money with which
prosperous soldiers and their families — both Union and
Confederate — purchased graphic-embellished
stationary like that pictured below emblazoned with the
intricately detailed “Union” flag-bearer. So, they
declared their allegiance while sending their love and —
more often than not if the letter is from a soldier — their
money.

(continued on next page)
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https://department.va.gov/american-wars/#notes
https://department.va.gov/american-wars/#notes
https://department.va.gov/american-wars/#notes
https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/factsheets/fs_americas_wars.pdf

Cue the guerillas. Guerrillas and bandits were common
in border and southern states both Confederate and
Unionist. They lie in wait near encampments to rid
customary couriers like postal workers of their valuable
cargo as well as to relieve battle-weary wounded and
dead soldiers of boot-stuffed, blood-stained cash wads.
How were combatants to get their wages to their
mothers, wives, and children back home?

Introduce a gambit carried out by someone the guerillas
would never suspect: soldier as unarmed courier. An
extreme example of such is Marcus Woodcock, a
southern boy who joined the 9th Kentucky Volunteers
of the Union Army. Soldiers who got sick were, as often
as possible, sent home. Marcus, who got sick often,
carried with him time and time again hundreds of dollars
of pay which the men in his company entrusted him to
deliver to their kinfolk. By this time, while the US Post
Office was well established — money orders were not.
Money was safer in the hands of a sick known comrade
than relayed from one to another unknown postal
employee.!

As the war intensified, Union generals’ gambits were
diverse and effective in isolating their mutinous
opponents. For example, they erected a blockade to
keep supplies from reaching the Confederates. The
Postmaster General also cut off mail service to states
that no longer belonged to the Union. Confederate
stamps were valueless in Union states, even as mail
addressed to their citizens was taken to the Dead Letter
Office and returned to sender.

There were those who, aware that innocent women and
children suffered unduly from these “war games,”
mounted efforts like the “flag of truce” ships as
nonpartisan delivery vehicles. Mail was also carried by
blockade runners and routed through foreign ports. This
allowed friends and families to remain connected
although delivery times were interminable with the last
leg of the process often being the most difficult.
Frequent troop decampments often made it impossible
to find the individual soldier greedy for news of hearth
and home.?

IMillennium. “What is the history of relationships &

communication between solders & sailors with _home
family & friends?” Online posting. 9 Jul 2022. Historium.

2 . “Civil War Letters.” Smithsonian National Postal

Museum. ¢

Letter from a Second
Confederate Veteran

April Havens
Member, GSGC

Foreword and afterword by Ann Hamilton
Foreword: Habitual readers of Genie Bytes may
remember April’s article in our November 2022 issue in
which she reexamined some of the information about
James Harvey McCutchan, her husband’s great
grandfather from Lewis County, Missouri. The focus of
April’s reexamination, she wrote, would be the letter
James wrote to his daughter about his experiences as
a Confederate soldier. What did April learn from this first
letter’s reexamination? She learned that reexamination
gave rise to even more questions and so even more
research.

April’'s contribution to this Genie Bytes issue is a short
letter from her great-great grandfather Andrew Joseph
Price, also a Confederate soldier, to his wife Emily while
he was stationed at Camp Holmes near Raleigh, North
Carolina, on March 13, 1863.

To quote April, “Camp Holmes is a camp of instruction
near Raleigh, N.C. As the conscripts come in their
names are recorded with a statement of their age,
county, the officer by whom enrolled, and other facts
entering into a descriptive list. When they leave the
camp, the assignment made of them is recorded in the
same book, which thus presents a complete history of
the connection of each conscript, passing through this
camp with the conscription authorities.”

(continued on next page)
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https://historum.com/t/what-is-the-history-of-relationships-communication-between-soldiers-sailors-with-home-family-friends.193459/
https://historum.com/t/what-is-the-history-of-relationships-communication-between-soldiers-sailors-with-home-family-friends.193459/
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https://postalmuseum.si.edu/research-articles/letter-writing-in-america/civil-war-letters
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Afterword: Andrew’s brief letter to his wife is important
because it succinctly addresses many of the issues and
concerns of those who wished to communicate during
the Civil War.

e Concern for the health and well-being of loved
ones at home and at war.

e Utilization of both friends and neighbors to
transport letters and provisions.

e Importance of sharing whereabouts of
combatants.

e Acknowledgment that “sick furloughs” may last
an entire season.

e Realization that even fragile, perishable items
[eggs!] may be delivered from farm to
encampment.

e Reassurance of love and fidelity.

Attend our salute to soldiers in November and hear
Andrew reflect on his service in Catawba County, NC,
in a letter to his daughter who was then a teacher in that
same North Carolina county. ¢

Dear Companion

Gail Reynolds
Member, GSGC

Foreword and afterword by Ann Hamilton

Forward: So Private John Hazard, great-great
grandfather of Gail Reynolds’ husband, began his letter
of January 16, 1863, to his wife Rachel, mother of his
five children. Married since 30 March 1852, their
youngest, Francelina, was born on 9 December 1862
just days before John would march off on the 14™ to
build pontoons with Company H, Regiment 50, of the
New York Engineers at Virginia’s Rappahannock River.
The pontoons, said Union General Burnside who
commissioned their construction, would guarantee a
victory at the first battle of Fredericksburg, VA. They
didn’t.

However, as you will discover as you read its first page,
John'’s letter, pictured below, reveals something of the
soul of its writer beneath what was the undoubtedly
muscular body, with gnarled fingers, and wrinkle-etched
face of this minimally educated 36-year-old farmer from
Willet, New York. This in spite of, Gail's words not mine,
his “atrocious [spelling] and very little capitalization and
NO punctuation.” John Hazard, devoted husband and
father, has the heart of a romantic, the soul of a poet.
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Afterword: Initially, | was intrigued by John’s choice of
the word “companion” to describe his wife. The
Britannica Dictionary includes definitions with which we
are familiar: “a person...you spend time with or enjoy
being with; one of a pair...intended to complement or
match each other.” Yes, I'm sure Rachel was all those
things to John. It also includes a definition with which |
was not familiar: “a star, galaxy, or other celestial object
that is close to or associated with another.”

As John wrote to Rachel of marching 12 miles and
bedding down on the ground with his fellow soldiers
“with nothing but the heavens for a cover” he waxed
poetic. He might have glimpsed a star or two in those
heavens still a-twinkle before the gathering storm of
which he would soon write and thought of Rachel, his
guiding star, watching over him from above even as she
cares for his children and their acreage in Willet.

(continued on next page)
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John continues to affirm Rachel as his “dear
companion” when he writes on the second page of his
affection, his wish for her to extend his love to inquiring
friends, and his wish, too, that Rachel claim all [of his
love] for herself.

To learn how John and Rachel’s love story ends, attend
our salute to soldiers at our November meeting. ¢

Featured Books

Groene, Bertram Hawthorne. Tracing Your Civil War
Ancestors. Blair, 1995. Where do | begin? Groene
shows you how easy it is to trace your forbearers' role
in the war providing you with names and addresses of
all state archives, and institutions that hold microfilm
service records from the national archives. He suggests
not only where to search but how. ¢

Quiner, Edwin Bentley. The Military History of
Wisconsin: A Record of the Civil and Military Patriotism
of the State, in the War for the Union, With a History of
the ... Histories--sketches of Distinguished... Chicago,
Clarke & Co., 1866.

Suzy Hutchinson suggested this great reference book if
you want to know details of each company’s actions
during the war. She used it to correlate statements from
a Civil War letter from one of her ancestors who wrote
from Mobile at the end of the war. She downloaded it
from Internet Archive. ¢

Want to learn more about the Revolutionary War era
after reading the story of John and Johanetta Ettwein in
our last issue? Check out the following titles including

one by Pulitzer prize-winning historian David
McCullough.
McCullough, David. 1776. Simon & Schuster

Paperbacks, 2006. The year that changed the world! An
outstanding history of the first part of the Revolutionary
War. A story of Americans in the ranks and the King’s
men. There are extensive source notes and
bibliography including letters, diaries, memoirs, orderly
books, etc. Look to see if any of your ancestors are
listed. ¢

Rose, Alexander. Washington’s Spies. Bantam, 2006.
The true story of the unlikely ring of spies guided by
Washington himself and dubbed the Culper Ring.
These imperfect everyday heroes eventually helped
turn the tide of the war. Were one of your ancestors a
Washington spy?

In 2014-17 did you view the AMC Original Series
TURMW: Washington's Spies which is loosely based on
the book? If not, then you probably can find it on
YouTube or some other format/venue. A must see! ¢

Featured Websites

Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System is a database
undertaken by the National Park Service and private
partners containing basic information on more than six
million Union and Confederate Civil War services
members. It also has a database of prisoners of war
held at Andersonville, Georgia, and Fort McHenry in
Baltimore. ¢

Cyndi’s List This site has more than you could ever
wish for including links for both Revolutionary and Civil
War soldiers and beyond! ¢

FamilySearch (a free website) has some federal and

state Revolutionary War and Civil War records that
you can search. ¢

Did You Know?

According to the May 2025 issue of the American
Legion Magazine, Matt Grills’ “Homecoming 250”
article, the following celebrations will take place.

The Army, oldest of the U.S. armed forces, turns 250
on June 14, 2025. See their website for a full calendar
of events.

The Navy and Marine Corps will return to their
Philadelphia birthplace for the national celebration of
their 2501 anniversaries starting October 9, 2025. Their
website has a complete and updated schedule of
events. ¢

The Mason-Dixon Line was a boundary surveyed in the
1760’s which later became a symbolic border between
free and slave states. ¢

**Have a tip/tidbit you'd like to share? Please submit it to
genieclub2002@gmail.com — Subject: “Tip/Tidbit.” We'd love to
hear from you. **

Call for Genie Jar Donations

Members of the GSGC last met solely in person in
March of 2020. Expenses such as maintenance of our
website and Zoom subscriptions as well as payment of
speakers and the Ancestry subscription for Chapin
Library continue. Please help us. Mail your check or
money order to Grand Strand Genealogy Club, 6529
Valene Court, Myrtle Beach, SC, 29572. Thank you, in
advance, for continuing to support YOUR GSGC! ¢

Genie Bytes 5



https://archive.org/details/militaryhistoryo00quin/mode/2up
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
https://www.cyndislist.com/us/civil-war/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1849623
file:///C:/Users/kishp/Documents/GENEALOGY/NEWSLETTER/DRAFTS/MAY/United%20States,%20Civil%20War%20Soldiers%20Index,%201861-1865
https://www.army.mil/1775/events.html
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State Guides

Louisiana

(Source: State Guide Louisiana by Koch, A. Originally published in
the Mar/Apr 2025/Vol.26, Issue 2, P. 33 of Family Tree Magazine)

Statehood: 1812

First federal census: 1810 (as Orleans Territory)
Birth and death records begin: 1911 (state)
Marriage records begin: from formation (county)
Contact for vital records:

LA Dept. of Health. ¢

Washington

(Source: State Guide Washington by Weber, K. L. Originally
published in the Mar/Apr 2025/Vol.26, Issue 2, P.37 of Family Tree
Magazine)

Statehood: 1889

First federal census: 1850 (as Oregon Territory); 1860
(as Washington Territory)

Birth and death records begin: at formation (county);
1907 (state)

Marriage records begin: at formation (county); 1968
(state)

Contact for vital records:

WA State Dept. of Health. «

Dear Miss Genie

No questions received this quarter. ¢

**Do you have a question for Miss Genie? Why not send it to her at
genieclub2002@gmail.com — Subject: “Miss Genie.” She would
love to hear from you. **

SoUTH CAROLINA GRAND STRAND GENEALOGY CLUB
(SCGSGC)

OFFICERS

President: Charlene Carson

Vice President: Judy Lake

Secretary: Linda Murphy

Treasurer: Anne Laymon

BoARD MEMBERS

Historian: Lois Butler

Membership: Michelle Kozinetz/Pat Bernschein
Newsletter: Bonnie Kishpaugh, Ann Hamilton
Past President: Dick Temple

Programs: Cheri Passey

Technical Support: Danny Sullivan
Webmaster: Pat Bernschein

» Become involved. Shadow a Board member. We
welcome you. «

**| anyards ($5 ID Badge Holder + 2 Ribbons. Additional
Ribbons $.25 each) — See Marie Peacock or email the Club
at genieclub2002@gmail.com to order**

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

GSGC MoONTHLY MEETINGS
PLACE: CHAPIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY/VIA ZOOM
TiME: 10 A.M.
PRESENTATIONS: (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
e May 10: Organizing Your Research — Suzy
Hutchinson
e June 14: Drilling Down into Your DNA — Phyllis
Hughes
e July 12: Round Table — Member Participation

GENEALOGY MEETINGS/CONFERENCES

New York Genealogical and Biographical Society
(NYG&B) 2025 New York State Family History Conference
— September 19 — 20, 2025. Echoes of New York is this year's
theme for New York's largest statewide family history
conference. Livestreamed presentations in Kingston, New
York, as well as on-demand sessions to watch at your own
pace. Early registration discounts by June 16th. Check
website for details. ¢

Fox Valley Genealogical Society 2025 Virtual Fall
Conference — September 27, 2025. Join online via Zoom for
the “Wonderful World of Websites: Navigating NARA, LOC,
and Historical Newspaper Websites.” Includes lectures by
leading genealogists and hands-on breakout sessions.
Registration now open. Check website for details. ¢

“* Please visit ConferenceKeeper for the most complete
“Calendar and Collection of Genealogy Events” on the
Internet. This is your chance to attend a meeting virtually you
may have been unable to attend onsite because of its
distance or cost.* *

MEETINGS

2nd Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at:

Chapin Library (FamilySearch Affiliate Library)

400 14th Avenue North, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
*Meetings held both at Chapin Library and via ZOOM*
Email - genieclub2002@gmail.com

Website - www.scgsgc.org

GENIE ByTES NEWSLETTER

Editor: Bonnie Kishpaugh
Assistant Editor: Ann Hamilton
Published: Quarterly (February, May, August, November)

Note: Please send your questions/suggestions/feedback to

genieclub2002@gmail.com - Subject: “Newsletter.”

"Disclaimer: This newsletter is for informational purposes only, published exclusively for
GSG Club members; contributors submit material under the assumption of copyright
compliance and understand both content and length are subject to edits. Listed Websites
are informational and are the intellectual property of those site owners - not the newsletter
publisher - and the editors cannot certify the accuracy of the material published on any

linked site."

Genie Bytes 6



mailto:genieclub2002@gmail.com
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/nysfhc/about
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/nysfhc/about
https://ilfvgs.org/education/conference/
https://ilfvgs.org/education/conference/
https://conferencekeeper.org/
mailto:genieclub2002@gmail.com
mailto:genieclub2002@gmail.com
http://www.scgsgc.org/
mailto:genieclub2002@gmail.com

