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Message from the Editors 

Bonnie Kishpaugh & Ann Hamilton 
Editor & Assistant Editor, Genie Bytes, GSGC Members of the Board 

With this issue, we complete our fifth year of publishing 

the Club's Genie Bytes newsletter. 

Gail Reynolds' article on the second page of this issue 

tells of the discovery of long-lost wartime letters and 

inspires our year-long series for 2025. Ann Hamilton’s 

article follows Gail's and describes how--with your help-

-we hope to salute our ancestors who, over the span of 

250 years, as soldiers, served and saved America. 

During October's meeting we tried a new approach to 

the GSGC’s "Problem Ancestor" program. Instead of 

one person tackling each problem, we asked everyone 

to participate in solving, in this case, two of them. The 

enthusiasm was exhilarating! Progress reports were 

emailed to each of you after the meeting. Will you help? 

Are you working on Pat and Susan's "Problem 

Ancestors"? We certainly hope so! They are each 

counting on you to break those bricks by the GSGC’s 

December meeting. 

Genie Bytes will only continue with contributions from 

you, our members. Let us hear from you!  ♦ 

Historical Newspapers 

Digitized at Chapin 

Carolyn Savage 
Adult Services Librarian, Chapin Library 

Thanks to a generous grant from the Chapin 

Foundation, Chapin Memorial Library is pleased to 

introduce a new searchable database of local historical 

newspapers called Digital Reel, now available for in-

library use. This funding has enabled the library to 

digitize its microfilm collection of The Sun News and 

other early Myrtle Beach newspapers, covering the 

years 1938 to 2017. The Library partnered with BMI 

Imaging Systems in May 2024 to complete the project of 

digitizing over 500 reels of microfilm, and we are proud 

to have Digital Reel now available for patrons and staff 

to easily access these valuable resources. 

We welcome genealogy researchers to stop by the 

Information Services department on the second floor of 

the library and give this new resource a try. Searching 

Digital Reel is simple and fast. Searches can be 

performed by date, by keyword, or by scrolling through 

whole newspaper issues, and editing tools are available 

to fine-tune your results before creating digital clips and 

downloads. Now, articles, images, and obituaries can be 

located faster than with traditional microfilm, and 

keyword searches can deliver serendipitous results. 

Please stop by and check it out. Our staff is ready to 

assist you in with your next historical newspaper search! 

The Library is open Monday and Wednesday from 9 

a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7 

p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Saturday from 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Please call 843-918-1295 for more 

information.  ♦ 

Dear Miss Genie 
No questions received this quarter.  ♦ 

 Do you have a question for Miss Genie?  Why not send it to her at٭٭

genieclub2002@gmail.com – Subject: “Miss Genie.”  She would love 

to hear from you.  ٭٭ 

mailto:genieclub2002@gmail.com
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Lost Letters Convey Love 

Gail Reynolds 
Member, GSGC Member of the Board 

In April, I read a fascinating article by Esther Addley in 

6 Nov 2023’s issue of The Guardian. Addley wrote of a 

stash of unopened letters found after 260 years in a 

forgotten box at the National Archives in England. It was 

Renaud Morieux, a professor of European history at the 

University of Cambridge, who found them. 

Bundled and tied with ribbon, the 104 letters were 

written from 1757 to 1758 during the Seven Years War 

by fiancés, wives, siblings, and parents to French 

sailors on the ship Galatée. Authored by and to 

commoners, some were dictated to a scribe. Because 

of the difficulty in getting mail delivered to men at sea, 

sometimes multiple copies of letters were written and 

sent to multiple ports to ensure delivery. While sailing 

from Bordeaux to Quebec, the Galatée was seized by 

a British vessel and taken to Portsmouth, England, 

where the crew was imprisoned. The letters were 

forwarded to the admiralty in London, in the hope that 

they would be passed on to their now imprisoned 

recipients. 

Once the admiralty in Great Britain determined that the 

letters were of no military value, the British put them in 

storage, where they would remain for centuries. 

Professor Morieux claims that he ordered the box out of 

curiosity and was amazed to find the letters unopened. 

With permission to open them granted, Morieux read 

them all and researched their recipients. These letters 

gave new insight into the lives of those who sailed on 

the Galatée and their families. 

Editors’ Note: Gail shared her discovery with us. All 

three of us were struck by the phrase “new insight into 

the lives.” We’d overlooked a valuable genealogical 

research tool! Such was the genesis of the Genie Bytes 

series described below.  ♦ 

Saluting Our Ancestors Who 

Served 

Ann Hamilton 
Assistant Editor, Genie Bytes, GSGC Member of the Board 

Did you know that in 2026 America will celebrate its 

250th birthday? It seems only right that in 2025 we, at 

GSGC, celebrate the men and women who’ve fought to 

keep us free and to sustain our centuries-old 

democracy. 

We, at Genie Bytes, propose a year-long series in 

which we feature letters written in time of war by our 

ancestors. The series will be published chronologically 

beginning with Revolutionary War letters and 

concluding with those written during a recent or current 

conflict. “Letters” is a generalization that embraces 

notes, telegrams, texts, posts, etc. 

The series’ over-arching theme will be how these letters 

written by or to our ancestors in time of war aid us in our 

genealogical research. Do they give us a new 

perspective on history or on the ancestor who lived it? 

Do they give us a new perspective on our ancestor’s 

character or relationships? Did your ancestor find 

humor amid the horror of war? Was the horror of which 

the warrior wrote life-altering? Was romance or 

loneliness a central theme? How did your ancestor 

manage in an unfamiliar environment? 

You and what you have and wish to contribute will 

dictate the series’ scope. We welcome the following and 

more. 

A letter (or portion thereof) photographed or transcribed 

with your short introduction and/or conclusion 

explaining its significance. 

Select phrases, sentences, paragraphs from several 

letters that indicate a theme or the mindset of the writer. 

Did the warrior’s experience in battle leave a lifelong 

impact? 

An article summarizing—letter quoted but not included-

- the variety of information gleaned from your warrior’s 

words and how it impacted your research? 

A photo of the letter accompanied by the date and place 

it was written. This, you believe, says it all. 

Within the next week or two, please get in touch in 

person or via email with me, Gail, Bonnie, or the Club. 

Tell us the war during which your letters were written 

and how you hope to share one or several with our 

readers. 

Then, next November, celebrate Veterans’ Day with us. 

Whether or not you contribute to our Genie Bytes 

series, bring photos and memorabilia for a sharing 

table. Bring a letter or two or three and participate in a 

readers’ theatre as we share our warriors’ most 

impactful moments.  ♦ 
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State Guides 
Delaware 

(Source: State Guide Delaware by Monley, I. H. Originally published 
in the Sep/Oct 2024/Vol.25, Issue 5, P. 33 of Family Tree Magazine) 

Statehood: 1787 

First federal census: 1790 

Birth and death records begin: 1881 (state); 1913 

(enforced) 

Marriage records begin: 1847 (state); 1913 (enforced) 

Contact for vital records: 

DE Health and Social Services, Division of Public 

Health.  ♦ 

Illinois 

(Source: State Guide Illinois by Marx, C. Originally published in the 
Sep/Oct 2024/Vol.25, Issue 5, P.37 of Family Tree Magazine) 

Statehood: 1818 

First federal census: XXXX 

Birth and death records begin: 1877 (county); 1916 

(state) 

Marriage records begin: 1877 (county); 1962 (state) 

Contact for vital records: 

IL Dept. of Public Health.  ♦ 

Featured Websites 

Thank you, Anne Laymon, for compiling the following 

list of FREE Genealogy Websites. 

Allen County Public Library (ACPL) 

Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation (West 

Coast port for many Chinese Immigrants - 1910-1940) 

Chronicling America (Historic American Newspapers) 

Cyndi’s List (lots of links to other sites [319,000 sites 

in 231 categories], forms and more! 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) (images, 

texts, videos) 

FamilySearch (Church of Latter-Day Saints) (must set 

up a login) 

Fulton History (New York titles plus most states) 

Find a Grave (search graves by name/cemetery 

location) 

Library of Congress 

National Archives 

National Genealogical Society (NGS) (free 

genealogical resources) 

Statue of Liberty 

WikiTree (Global Family Tree) 

WorldCat (World’s Largest Library Catalog)  ♦ 

GenTeam is a free site created by professional 

genealogy researcher Felix Gundacker offering more 

than 19.1 million documents. The focus is on Austria-

Hungary, Czech Republic, Germany, Slovakia, and 

Slovenia plus indexes of church records, a gazetteer, 

obituaries and more. Registration is required to access 

these databases.  ♦ 

The Delaware Public Archives is the state’s largest 

repository of documents for census materials; vital 

statistics including birth, death, and marriage records; 

tax assessments; probate/estate records; land deeds; 

and military records. They have preserved a large 

amount of genealogically related materials of private 

origin including family histories, bible records, church 

records, manuscript genealogies, and newspapers. Is 

your Delaware ancestor mentioned in these records?  ♦ 

Featured Books 

Delaware Genealogical Society (DGS). Delaware 

Genealogical Research Guide, 4th Edition. Delaware 

Genealogical Society, 2020. Well-organized easy to 

use guide containing detailed descriptions of how and 

where to find information about Delaware ancestors, a 

listing of all Delaware churches with many references 

to national as well as surrounding states. Loads of 

information all in one book!  ♦ 

Hanson, Jason K. Ultimate Genealogy Websites Guide: 

A Comprehensive Guide to Online Genealogy 

Research. Independently published, 2023. Whether 

you're a beginner or an experienced researcher this 

guide demystifies the process of online genealogy 

research providing step-by-step instructions and expert 

tips to help you make the most of your online search.  ♦ 

Family Tree Magazine (Author). Beginner's Guide to 

Genealogy: How to Get Started with Your Family 

Research. Yankee Publishing, Inc., 2024. Whether 

you’re new or not to genealogy, this easy-to-understand 

guide will give you expert advice on the basics, 

including building a family tree, finding, and 

understanding key records, organization skills, plus 

can't-miss beginner-friendly genealogy websites.  ♦ 

Christensen, L. B. and Strand, M. H. Exploring 

Norwegian Genealogy. Family Roots Publishing Co., 

LLC, 2023. In-depth look at Norwegian genealogy 

covering how to begin doing Norwegian research, 

Norway facts, maps, translation aids, naming traditions, 

vital records, censuses, the Digital Archives of Norway, 

Norwegian websites, city, and parish records, etc.  ♦ 

https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
https://www.aiisf.org/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://www.cyndislist.com/us/
https://www.dar.org/
https://dp.la/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
https://fultonhistory.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/
https://www.statueofliberty.org/discover/passenger-ship-search/
https://www.wikitree.com/
https://search.worldcat.org/
https://www.genteam.at/en/
https://archives.delaware.gov/
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Family+Tree+Magazine&text=Family+Tree+Magazine&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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Solving the Mystery of William 

Storms in Post-Revolutionary 

New York 

V. Susan Hutchinson 
Member, GSGC 

When my mother Leora Regal Hutchinson passed in 

1985, among her belongings was a certified copy of her 

parents’ marriage record in Milwaukee dated 1938. 

Mother had written the birthdates of her mother Grace 

Storms and her father George Regal in the margin. I 

kept the document and more than 20 years later 

became curious about my mother’s family. I only had 

the information from this marriage record to work from 

as Leora Regal was an only child who had been 

estranged from her mother’s family in Wisconsin for 

decades. 

My first stop was Ancestry, which proved to be of some 

use in finding census and other records. The 

breakthrough, however, came when I contacted the 

Burlington Historical Society in Wisconsin. They sent 

me an electronic copy of a book on Walworth County. It 

described my 3rd great-grandfather Winslow Page 

Storms, born in Cato, Cayuga County, New York, as 

one of the pioneers of that county in 1845. I wanted to 

discover earlier generations and the only information I 

had was in this book that recorded Winslow’s parents’ 

names as William and Clarissa Hill Storms. 

I knew the name Clarissa was correct, as Wisconsin 

census records between 1850 and 1870 for Winslow 

and his older brother Marvin reveal that their mother 

Clarissa was living alternately with them, as well as their 

brother Edwin, during those decades. An 1855 New 

York State census shows Marvin Storms living in 

Mentz, Cayuga County, with Clarissa and his family. 

The ages across all these census records correlate with 

the inscription on Clarissa’s headstone in Honey Creek 

Cemetery in Wisconsin. There, her age was recorded 

as 79 years and 9 months when she passed in 1872. 

I put my research aside for several years and recently 

came back to it to try to solve the mystery of my 4th 

great-grandfather’s, Clarissa’s husband’s, name. My 

previous research in Cayuga County turned up no 

record of a William Storms. Several months ago, a new 

Ancestry search revealed a Lewis V. Storms in a family 

tree unrelated to Winslow or Marvin. A newspaper 

clipping from the Burlington Free Press in 1887 

confirmed Lewis as Winslow and Marvin’s brother. 

Lewis’ 1900 death certificate records his parents as 

Samuel and Clarissa Storms. 

Armed with this conflicting information on the first name 

of the Storms’ patriarch, I went back to the 1855 New 

York State Census. It documented in what county each 

person was born. Marvin and Clarissa both said they 

were from Washington County, not Cayuga County. 

A search for William Storms in Washington County 

turned up nothing, but an 1810 census record in that 

county for the town of Granville, showed a Samuel 

Storms with one male and one female both between the 

ages of 16 and 25 and a female child under the age of 

10. The adult female age range correlates with the other 

records on Clarissa’s age. I strongly suspected I had 

found the first indication I was looking for Samuel and 

not William. 

Move to Cayuga County 

The 1820 census for Cato Township, Cayuga County, 

New York, records a Storms family with an adult 

immigrant from Germany. 

An 1830 land record for Mentz, Cayuga County, records 

the sale of a village lot in the town of Centerport (on an 

1853 map). Samuel Storms and his wife Clarissa sold 

Lot 63 for $150 to Abner Hathaway. This is the earliest 

record with the names Clarissa and Samuel Storms 

together. It is unknown if this was another piece of 

property owned by Samuel and the family home was 

still in Cato or if they moved to Mentz. I was unable to 

find an 1830 census record for Samuel Storms in either 

Cato or Mentz. 

My first thought at seeing the move of the Storms family 

from Washington to Cayuga County was that it may 

have been so Samuel could work on the Erie Canal. His 

property was very close to it. The volunteer who 

responded to my email to the Canal Society of New 

York State, wrote that the canal had been completed at 

the end of 1819 in Cayuga County. This would coincide 

with a move by Samuel Storms after 1816. All Canal 

payroll records were lost—if they ever existed. 

In addition, a newspaper clipping from Washington 

County from February 21, 1816, was included in the 

volunteer’s email showing a Samuel Storms as an 

(cont’d. on next page) 
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“insolvent debtor” in Salem, Washington County, who 

was about to lose his property. 

The Storms Family in Ohio and Conclusions About 

Samuel Storms 

A Milwaukee Sentinel newspaper article from 1903 was 

published in celebration of the Winslow Storms’ 60th 

wedding anniversary. The article described how 

Winslow’s family moved to Akron, Ohio, in 1836 and 

then his move to Milwaukee to cut timber in 1839. I 

found the 1840 census for Copley Township, Ohio, near 

Akron. Enumerated is a Mrs. Storms between 40 and 

50, without an adult male of her age. She has three 

male children ranging in age from 5 to 20 and three 

female children from less than 5 to 20. The age ranges 

of these children correlate with birth years for Winslow’s 

siblings: Edwin Nelson, 1821; Clarissa, 1823; Rosanna, 

1827; Walter D., 1829; Samuel, 1831; and Jane.1835. 

All of them appear on various census records in 

Wisconsin or New York under Winslow, Edwin, or 

Marvin. 

Based on the above information, I conclude that 

Samuel Storms was indeed the name of my 4th great-

grandfather. Samuel was the father of the Storms 

brothers who were early pioneers in Wisconsin and 

Michigan. It is possible he was Samuel William or 

William Samuel, which led to the confusion. 

What follows is a summary of how I reached that 

conclusion. 

Samuel Storms was born about 1790 and 

married Clarissa Hill before 1810. The couple 

had 11 children, 9 of whom have been identified 

from censuses and other records. Samuel died 

in Copley Township, Ohio, between 1836 and 

1840. My DNA analysis shows predominantly 

Germanic ancestry--the Spoor side of my 

mother’s family was from Holland, which also 

falls under this region. Lewis Storms’ death 

certificate and DNA analysis indicate that 

Samuel’s father, or both parents, were from 

Germany. They also identify Samuel Storms as 

one of the first generation of the family born in 

the post-revolutionary United States. 

Other Storms surface in Washington County records. 

One, James, may have been Samuel’s sibling as they 

are similar in age and are listed near each other on the 

1810 census. An 1810 mortgage index for Washington 

County shows a Samuel Storms as mortgagor for 

mortgagee Samuel Pierce. Also, in that year an Elisha 

and Jane Storms were mortgagors for mortgagee 

Samuel Storms on two properties. A mortgage index 

record for Washington County 1811-1812 also shows 

Samuel Storms as a mortgagee for mortgagors Elisha 

and Jane Storms. Without other records, it is difficult to 

determine if Samuel, Elisha, and James are brothers. 

Based on census records, mortgage records, the 1816 

newspaper article, and property in Cayuga County, I 

propose that the insolvent Samuel Storms was not the 

husband of Clarissa, but her father-in-law. The 1810 

New York State Census shows Clarissa and Samuel 

Storms in Granville and the 1816 newspaper states the 

insolvent Samuel Storms was from Salem, which is 

south of Granville. The fact that Samuel Storms was a 

mortgagee shows he had money to lend--at least in 

1812. The 1820 census in Cayuga County shows a 

male over 45 living with the family. He is likely the 

insolvent Samuel Sr. who moved in with the family in 

Washington County in 1816 when he lost his property. 

Did they move to Cayuga for Samuel Jr. to work on the 

canal or was it to leave behind the stigma of his father 

being an insolvent debtor? 

Further research on property and court records may 

help confirm my conclusions, but I will leave further 

research on Samuel Storms for another day.  ♦ 

News from FamilySearch 

Library 

Charlene Carson 
President, GSGC Member of the Board 

Effective immediately, the FamilySearch Library 

(formerly known as the Family History Center (FHC)) 

located at 48th Ave North and Highway 17 Bypass, 

announces new days and times. 

Research assistance is available EVERY Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday evening between the hours 

of 6 and 8pm by APPOINTMENT only. To reserve your 

date/time, please send an email to 

SC_myrtlebeach@familyhistorymail.org. Please 

enter RESERVATION in the subject line and provide 

your name, email address, and phone contact 

information in the email. A 24-hour advance notice is 

kindly requested for confirmation and scheduling 

purposes. 

The FamilySearch Library is accessed through the 

entrance door facing Highway 17 Bypass at the rear 

corner of the church building.  ♦ 

 

mailto:SC_myrtlebeach@familyhistorymail.org
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Did You Know? 

Gail Reynolds informs us MyHeritage has just acquired 

MesAieux (Your Folks), a popular French Canadian 

genealogy service. Founded in 2004, it has grown to 

become Quebec's most popular family history service, 

with one million users. This acquisition will strengthen 

MyHeritage's leading position in global genealogy and 

help grow its presence in the French-speaking world.  ♦ 

Nathan Dylan Goodwin’s latest book The Hollywood 

Strangler (Venator Cold Case Series Book 3) mentions 

someone from our club. I wonder who that could be? 

Not our very own Cheri Passey Hudson! Nooo!... 

Really!…  ♦ 

 Have a tip/tidbit you’d like to share? Please submit it to٭٭

genieclub2002@gmail.com – Subject: “Tip/Tidbit.” We’d love to 

hear from you.  ٭٭ 

Call for Genie Jar Donations 

Members of the GSGC last met solely in person in 

March of 2020. Expenses such as maintenance of our 

website and Zoom subscriptions as well as payment of 

speakers and the Ancestry subscription for Chapin 

Library continue. Please help us. Mail your check or 

money order to Grand Strand Genealogy Club, 6529 

Valene Court, Myrtle Beach, SC, 29572. Thank you, in 

advance, for continuing to support YOUR GSGC!  ♦ 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
GSGC MONTHLY MEETINGS 

PLACE: CHAPIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY/VIA ZOOM 

TIME: 10 A.M.  

PRESENTATIONS: 

• November 9: Using the FamilySearch Library — 

Lynn Samuelson 

• December 14: Return of the Problem Ancestor 

• January 11: Genealogy Record Checklist — Clare 

Fleming 

GENEALOGY MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 

Roots Tech 2025 – March 6-8, 2025. The conference will be 

in person in Salt Lake City ($129) and virtual (FREE!). 

Registration now open. Check website for details.  ♦ 

National Genealogical Society 2025 Family History 

Conference – Tales and Trails – May 23-26, 2025. Premier 

annual event for family historians, professional genealogists, 

hobbyists, and history buffs held primarily in-person in 

Louisville, Kentucky, with lecture recordings made available 

to paid registrants. Check website for details.  ♦ 

Ontario Genealogical Society Seminar 2025: “Your 

Genealogical Legacy – Plan, Prepare & Share” – May 31, 

2025. Interactive day of education to learn the basics of how 

you can plan for your genealogy work to be preserved for 

future generations. Full day in-person only session with a 

maximum attendance of 100 people in London, Ontario, 

Canada. Check website for details.  ♦ 

 Please visit ConferenceKeeper for the most complete٭٭

“Calendar and Collection of Genealogy Events” on the 

Internet. This is your chance to attend a meeting virtually you 

may have been unable to attend onsite because of its 

distance or cost. ٭٭   

SOUTH CAROLINA GRAND STRAND GENEALOGY CLUB 

(SCGSGC) 

OFFICERS 

President: Charlene Carson 

Vice President: Claire Flemming 

Secretary: Dennis Fitzgerald 

Treasurer: Anne Laymon 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Historian: Lois Butler 

Membership: Michelle Kozinetz/Pat Bernschein 

Newsletter: Bonnie Kishpaugh, Ann Hamilton 

Past President: Dick Temple 

Programs: Cheri Passey 

Technical Support: Danny Sullivan 

Webmaster: Pat Bernschein 

 

►Become involved. Shadow a Board member. We 

welcome you.◄ 

 

**Lanyards ($5 ID Badge Holder; $2 Ribbons + $.25 each 

additional ribbon) – See Marie Peacock or email the Club 

at genieclub2002@gmail.com to order** 

MEETINGS 

2nd Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at: 

Chapin Library (FamilySearch Affiliate Library) 

400 14th Avenue North, Myrtle Beach, SC   29577 

 ٭ Meetings held both at Chapin Library and via ZOOM٭

Email - genieclub2002@gmail.com 

Website - www.scgsgc.org 

GENIE BYTES NEWSLETTER 

Editor: Bonnie Kishpaugh 

Assistant Editor: Ann Hamilton 

Published: Quarterly (February, May, August, November) 

 

Note: Please send your questions/suggestions/feedback to 

genieclub2002@gmail.com - Subject: “Newsletter.” 

 

"Disclaimer: This newsletter is for informational purposes only, published exclusively for 

GSG Club members; contributors submit material under the assumption of copyright 

compliance and understand both content and length are subject to edits. Listed Websites 

are informational and are the intellectual property of those site owners - not the newsletter 

publisher - and the editors cannot certify the accuracy of the material published on any 

linked site." 
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